It has been my pleasure to work with the other members of the organizing committee. First, I must thank Umit Catalyurek, the Workshops Chair, for his tireless efforts to create an excellent set of workshops and to recruit new workshops that add to the diversity of our program. I know how difficult it is to work with the large number of workshop organizers, and Umit has done a fine job, as I'm sure the workshop organizers would attest. The workshop organizers, whom I must also thank for their hard work, have put together two days of workshops that cover in depth a set of focused topics of great interest to the parallel and distributed computing community. I especially thank Xin Yuan, the Proceedings Chair, and his assistant Santosh Mahapatra, for spending countless hours and doing an outstanding job in putting together both the conference and workshop proceedings. I am grateful to the Publicity Chair, Michela Taufer, and her regional coordinators, Anu Bourgeois, Ioannis Chatzigiannakis, and Zhihui Du, for the fine job they have done in publicizing the conference to get the broadest possible participation. I must also thank the PhD Forum Chair, Luc Bouge, for his role in organizing the Forum and providing our students with the opportunity to show their stuff. And I thank Sushil Prasad, TCPP Chair, for his role in helping to obtain funding so that some of our students can attend the conference. I am also grateful to David Bader, as 25 th year Planning Chair, for his hard work in organizing the program and events to mark our 25th anniversary. In particular, his efforts combined with the moderators of the two 25th Year panels, Yves Robert and Per Stenstrom, were essential in the recruitment of two remarkable panels of top people in our community.
Organizing a major conference like IPDPS requires enormous effort from many key individuals to make the conference the success that it always is. Production Chair Sally Jelinek Westrom has done her usual amazing job, in producing the program book, helping the Proceedings Chair with that complex task, and in helping with almost every task imaginable in organizing the conference. Finance Chair Bill Pitts and Local Arrangements Chair Susamma Barua have done yeoman's work in their respective important tasks. I truly appreciate how these volunteers have made my job infinitely easier, and have helped the rest of the conference organizers with the myriad tasks required to put on our large conference. I cannot thank them enough, so won't even try. Finally, I want to thank the Steering Committee Co-Chairs, Viktor Prasanna and George Westrom, and the rest of the Steering Committee, for asking me to do this job, and for supporting me through all the parts of the process of organizing the conference. Without these wonderful individuals, we would not all be here this year in Anchorage to celebrate the conference's silver anniversary.
I trust that all of you will find this year's conference to be an interesting, enriching and informative experience. Enjoy your stay in Anchorage, and take advantage of all that the conference and the local surroundings have to offer! Alan Sussman IPDPS 2011 General Chair University of Maryland xvi xvi xvi
